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Identity of the Journal

About the Journal

The Saudi Journal of Special Education (SJSE)
is the first peer-reviewed journal in the Arab
world that specializes in the field of special
education and disability studies. The SJSE is
published by King Saud University Press (KSU
Press) which is the first university-owned
Press in the Arab world. The SJSE has
Associate Editors that are experts in their
particular areas. All The SJSE Associate Editors
are PhD professors and members of the
faculty of Special Education Department at
King Saud University which is the best and
the first of its kind in the Arab world. The SJSE
also has an international advisory editorial
board consisting of experienced and disting-
uished researchers in the field of special
education and disability studies.

Vision

Excellence in the dissemination of knowledge
related to the field of disability and special
education.

Mission

Provide an excellent knowledge resource for
individuals with disability or giftedness and
their families, professionals and practitioners,
policy-maker and administrators, and special-
ist and researchers.
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Aims and Scope

The journal aims to publish high quality peer-
reviewed research pertaining to the field of
disability and special education. Although the
journal focuses on the Arab region, the
journal also is looking to acquire
international status and become a global
interdisciplinary scholarly publication that
publishes contributions in both Arabic and
English from around the world on a variety
of topics. These topics include, but are not
limited to the following:

= Creativity and giftedness

= All Categories of Disability

= Prevention of Disability

= Early Intervention

= Diagnosis and Classification of Disabilities
= Rights of individuals with Disabilities

= Laws and Regulations Related to Disability and
Special Education

= Preparation of Special Education Teachers
= Parent Training

= Counseling and Rehabilitation
= Mental Health and disability
= Disability and Health Care

= Occupational Therapy

= Nutrition and Disability

= Disability Support Services

= Transition Services

= Recreation Services

= Assistive Technology

= Least Restrictive Environment
= Inclusion

= Universal Design

= Disability and Higher Education
= Research and Disability

= Applied Behavior Analysis

= Positive Behavior Support

= Evidence Based Interventions
= Response to Interventions

= Disability and Media

= Disability and Economy

= Employment and Disability

= Sexuality and Disability

= Quality of life and Disability

= Other Areas of Disability and Special
Education.
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Types of Articles the Journal Publishes

The journal primarily publishes the following

types of articles:

= Field and experimental researches: including
qualitative and quantitative studies, large
group or single-subject design studies.

= Theoretical researches, including compre-
hensive and critical analyses of researches
in one or more areas of disability and
special education.

= Book Reviews: the review should summa-
rize the contents of the book and be
written in an engaging scholarly discussion
style. Reviews will undergo review by the
Book Review Editor.

The Logo

Our logo symbolizes empowerment through
knowledge. The logo design is inspired by two
opposite signs: disability sign (wheelchair) and
control or “ability” sign (cogwheel). The logo
consists of an open book united with sprocket
wheel to form a wheelchair without the stigma
of disability. We replaced the traditional form
of a wheelchair by replacing the shape of
a person sitting on the wheelchair as
a disabled to the shape of an open book
symbolizes knowledge. We also replaced the
wheel of a wheelchair which symbolizes
disability (as a disability sign) with a sprocket
wheel which symbolizes ability and control (as
a control and “ability” sign). In total, our logo
depicts that the knowledge that we create and
disseminate through the Saudi Journal of
Special Education (SJSE) will contribute to
transforming disability into ability. We used the
color of King Saud University's logotype to
signify our pride of belonging to the first
university in the Arab world to establish an
academic department for special education.
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Submission Policies and Procedures

Submissions to the Saudi Journal of Special
Education (SJSE) must comply with the following
policies and procedures:

= The journal has an open submissions policy,
submission of original manuscripts will be
accepted at any time.

= The journal accept manuscripts written in
Arabic or English.

= The journal does not accept manuscripts that
under review by other journals or consid-
eration for publication elsewhere.

= The journal publishes original manuscripts
and does not accept previously published or
concurrent  manuscripts  that  essentially
describe the same subject matter.

= The journal only accept manuscripts that are
consistent with the aims and scope of the
journal.

= The journal committed to the standards of the
Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE). The
journal has a zero-tolerance policy for any
type of infringements of COPE’s ethical stand-
ards. Manuscripts submitted to the journal
must adhere strictly to the COPE's ethical
standards.

= Submission of the manuscript must be by one
of the authors. Submission must be with the
approval of all authors. The final version of the
manuscript must be approved in writing by all
authors.

= Submission of the manuscript must be electr-
onically through the online manuscript subm-
ission system established by King Saud
University (http://prsjksu.edu.sa). Under certain
circumstances, such as the inability to complete
the online submission for some technical
reason, the manuscript can be submitted as
an attached file by e-mail to the journals
address (SJSE@ksu.edu.sa).

= The journal's preferred length for manuscript
is 4000-8000 words (15-30 pages).

= The journal follows the APA Editorial Style
(Publication Manual of the American Psycho-
logical Association, 6th Edition) as outlined in
the template.

= For more information and further details,
please visit the journals website at
http://www.sjse ksu.edu.sa
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The Review Process and Publishing at The Saudi Journal
of Special Education

The Saudi Journal of Special Education
(SJSE) strive to ensure that all manuscripts
receive fast and objective evaluation
through the adoption of the following three
stages:

The first stage: Receiving the manu-
script

The manuscript must be submitted electro-
nically through the online manuscript subm-
ission system established by King Saud
University (http:/prsjksu.edusa). Under certain
circumstances, such as the inability to com-
plete the online submission for some tech-
nical reason, the manuscript can be subm-
itted as an attached file by e-mail to the
journal's address (SJSE@ksu.edusa). The
author will be notified about the successful
submission within three days of manuscript
submission by receiving an automatic resp-
onse text message or an email confirmation
acknowledging receipt of the manu-script.
Once the manuscript is submitted, the
process of peer review begins immediately
with the manuscript is assigned a manuscript
reference number to be used for all future
correspondences. An initial  screening is
carried out to check that all the necessary
forms associated with the submission, such
as the declaration of intellectual property
form, have been received. The manuscript will
also be run through plagiarism detection
software (eg, Turnitin, iThenticate, Qarnet,
Plagiarism Detector) to verify originality. The
journal has a zero tolerance policy towards
plagiarism; therefore identifying any copy-
right violation or infringement will result in the
rejection of the manuscript without further
review. When the initial screening is comp-
leted successfully, the manuscript will be sent
to a member of the associate editors for
preliminary evaluation.
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The second stage: Peer review
This stage consists of three steps as follows:

The first step: Preliminary Evaluation

The manuscript will be preliminarily evaluated by
one of the journal's associate editors for compliance
with the journal's policies and guidelines. If the
manuscript does not meet the journals require-
ments, it will be rejected and returned within ten
working days to the author with an explanation for
its rejection. If the manuscript adhering to journal
requirements, it will enter a blind peer review
process. The associate editor will assigned the
manuscript to two outside reviewers.

The second step: Peer-review

The manuscript will be critically peer reviewed by
three reviewers. The associate editor (who has
preliminary evaluated the manuscript) and two
outside reviewers with expertise in the topics
covered in the manuscript. Reviewers are requ-
ested to evaluate the manuscript and complete
the review form within three weeks.

The third step: Decision of the Associate
Editors

Based on the reviewers' evaluation and recomm-
endations, the associate editors make a decision to
reject, request revisions and resubmissions, or
accept the manuscript for publishing. In cases
where the associate editors disagree in their
decision-making, the judgment of the associate
editor who has preliminary evaluated the manus-
cript will be the tiebreaker. Within two days of the
decision being made, the author will receive a
comprehensive report including the journal’s final
decision and reviewers comments on the manu-
script.

The third stage: Publication

When the decision to accept the manuscript for
publication is taken, the author will receive galley
proofs (in PDF format) of the edited manuscript
for final checking and confirmation. An electronic
version of the manuscript will be published as
Online First on the journal's website within three
weeks. The paper version of the manuscript will
be included in the next issue of the journal. The
author will receive a publication notice and will
be provided with a PDF file of the published
manuscript.
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Call for Manuscripts
Issue No.12 & 13 - April 2020

The Saudi Journal of Special Education (SJSE) is
pleased to invite researchers in the field of special
education and disability to submit their
manuscripts for publishing in Issue No. 12, 13 of the
Journal which is scheduled to be published on
April 2019. Publishing with the SJSE is an
opportunity for researchers to present and share
their latest research in a high quality peer-
reviewed journal that provide readers and
researchers with easy access to the information,
along with various benefits. Such as;

= Commitment to upholding the highest level of
publication ethics.

= Using effective editorial management system
that facilitates communication between
authors, reviewers, and the editorial office.

= All published articles are open access and
accessible to everyone anywhere in the world
to reach out to a broader readership.

= All published articles is issued in both online
and print version.

= Rapid electronic publication, which makes
accepted articles published Online First within
five working days of final acceptance. Articles
can be cited immediately after online
publication as each article will be assigned a
unigue permanent Digital Object Identifier
(DOD. The Online First version of an article is a
published version that provide the fastest
mean for reaching to the largest number of
reader in very short duration around the globe.

= All published articles will be indexed in major
Abstracting/Indexing databases.

= Issue of the Certificate for each published article.

The SJSE not only publish articles, but also
promote them. We will be delighted to receive
your recent manuscript for publication in the
SJSE. For more information, visit the official
website of the journal http://www.sjse ksu.edu.sa.
It is appreciated if you could circulate this this
information about the SJSE to your known
interested colleagues or fellow researchers.
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Level of Awareness of Use Social Constructionism Theory Principles in Learning at
Female Teachers of Learning Disabilities Student

Mrs. Bedour A. Bahammam®

Abstract: This study aimed to discover awareness of use Social constructionism theory principles in learning at female teachers of
learning disabilities student, And also found the difference of statistical significance between female teacher in experience and qualification
variables. To achieve the study target, the researcher used the survey descriptive method, and she used questionnaire as a means of data
collection. The tool has been applied to (131) female teachers in Riyadh city. The results in this study include high awareness level of use
Social constructionism theory principles in learning at female teachers of learning disabilities student. Moreover, there are no differences of
statistical significance between the response of the study sample mean about experience variable and qualification variable.

Key Words: Learning Disabilities, Social constructionism theory, Teaching student with learning disabilities.
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The historical origins of the Saudi Sign Language and its development factors:
Ethnography Research

Mrs. Naseem Atallah Alsraisry('), Mrs. Asma Abdelazeez alkhudair(z),

Mrs. Heba Naser Albakheet™, Mrs. Eman Abdelazeez Aljabr®, and Mrs. Neda Fajhan AlDajani®

Abstract: The current study aimed to reveal the historical origins of the Saudi Sign Language and its development factors from the
perspective of specialists and deaf individuals. This study adopted a qualitative approach using the Ethnographic method most suited to their
goals, involving 8 participants who were selected intentionally. Data were collected using the Semi-structured interviews approach. The
classification of data collected through interviews and read it several times and analyzed the results of the study concluded that Saudi sign
language origins goes back to four basic things: (Home signals, Groupings of deaf individuals with each other, Efforts of interested deaf
individuals, and Opening of the first Institute for deaf individuals in Riyadh). As the results of the study indicated that the history of Saudi Sign
Language was with the establishment of the Hope Institute in Riyadh in 1384 AH for boys, and also for the following factors: (hiring non-Saudi
teachers, the scholarship of deaf students, and students grants GCC) significant role in conveying their different signals and effect on assets Saudi
Sign Language. In addition, the results showed that the most important factors contributing to the development of the sign language and the
richness of its vocabulary are:(education, opening associations and clubs, Hajj and Umrah trips, media, translators and modern technologies).

Keywords: (Saudi Sign Language - Deaf Individuals - Hope Institutes, Deaf Individuals Associations, Deaf Individuals Clubs).
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Awareness of learning disabilities' teachers of the efficiency
of electronic mind maps and its use

Mrs. Banan Osama Abdulazeez(”, and Dr. Wedad Abdurahman Abahseen®

Abstract: The research aimed at identifying the extent to which learning disabilities’ teachers are aware of the efficiency of electronic
mind maps and their use in teaching elementary school students who have learning disability. The sample consisted of all the individuals in
the research population, i.e., learning disabilities’ teachers of elementary school students at Almadinah Almunawara (101 teachers). The
results of the research showed that learning disabilities’ teachers were greatly aware of the efficiency of electronic mind maps in teaching
learning disabled students. There were no significant differences at the significance level (0.05) regarding the teachers’ awareness of the
efficiency of electronic mind maps in teaching learning disabled students by reason of sex variable, teaching experience variable, training
courses variable, for those who finished two or more courses. The results also showed that learning disabilities’ teachers use electronic mind
maps on an average level in teaching learning disabled students. There were no significant differences at the significance level (0.05)
regarding the teachers’ usage of electronic mind maps in teaching learning disabled students by reason of difference in sex variable. On the
other hand, there were significant differences at the significance level (0.05) regarding the teachers’ usage of electronic mind maps in
teaching learning disabled students by reason of difference in teaching experience variable, for the experience that lasts (from 5 — 10 years)
and (more than 10 years), and the difference of training courses variable.

Key words: learning disabled students, teaching method, mind maps, elementary school.
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Using Evidence-based Cognitive Teaching Strategies with Effect Size in Inclusion
Classrooms in Kuwait

Dr. Zaid N. Z. Al-Shammari®’

Abstract: The present study purposes to know the degree of using evidence-based congnitive teaching strategies with a higher effect
size than 0.4 and the differences between the demographic and research variables. Participants are inclusion classroom teachers in Kuwait's
public elementary schools. A questionnaire tool was designed with eight demographic variables and 14 statements distributed on three
research variables to measure the views of the study sample (n= 121, females= 108 and males= 13, 38.1%) randomly selected from the total
population (N= 317) in inclusion classrooms. Results indicated that there were statistically significant differences in three variables (age,
number of years of teaching experience, and educational level). The study resulted in a number of recommendations, including those related
to the professional development of the inclusion classroom teachers, and for the development of teacher education programs in Kuwait.

Key words: Cognitive Teaching Strategies, Evidence-based, Effective Size, Special Needs, Inclusion Classrooms, Kuwait.
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Level of Student Teachers' Awareness at the Special Education Department of the
Organizational and Procedural Guide of Special Education

Mrs. Nisreen Ahmad Al Dhobaib”, and Mrs. Hana Zaied AlAmri®

Abstract: This study aimed to identify level of student teachers' awareness at the special education department of the organizational and
procedural guide of special education. It also aimed to identify differences in level of awareness according to variable of specific major
(learning disabilities, intellectual disability, behavioral disorders and autism, hearing impairment) and variable of GPA. For this purpose, the
study used a descriptive, survey method. A questionnaire, developed by the two researchers, was used with a sample of 58 male and female
students in level eight who are expected to graduate from the Special Education Department, King Saud University in Riyadh. These students
were enrolled in all the four specific majors. Results of the study showed that level of student teachers' awareness at the special education
department of the organizational and procedural guide of special education was medium. There were no statistically significant differences in
awareness level according to variables of specific major and GPA.

Keywords: Awareness, A Preservice Teacher, Organizational and Procedural Guide, Special Education.
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The reality of the consultation and teamwork between teachers of general education and
special education in supporting the education of pupils with disabilities

Mrs. Neda Fajhan Aldajani’, and Mrs. Doha Saif Algahtani®

Abstract: This study aimed to identify the reality of counseling and collective work among the teachers of general education and special
education in supporting the education of students with disabilities. The descriptive approach (survey)prepared by the two researchers was
used to survey the views of the teachers. The study sample consisted of (70) general education teachers and (50) special education teachers in
the primary level in Riyadh city. The total number of sample is (120) teachers. The findings also revealed that there were no statistical
differences between the responses of the sample of the study on the practice of counseling and collective work according to classification of
the sample (general education - special education). A difference was found between responses of the study sample on the practice of
counseling and collective work according to the classification of the years of experience and as per the classification of the academic
qualification for the holders of the bachelor's degree.

Key words: Collaboration, Special Education, General Education, Consultation.
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The Effect of Using an iPad App Based on Picture Exchange Communication System
(PECS) with Autistic Children in Jeddah.

Mrs. Raneem Abdullah AlAhmadi”, and Dr. Leena Ahmad Alfarani®

Abstract: This research aimed to recognize the effect of using an iPad application based on picture exchange communication system
(PECS) with Autistic children on the communication rate in Jeddah and to measure satisfaction level of both families and teachers with using
PECS. The research sample consists of four children with autism disorder who cannot communicate verbally and use PECS (phase 1II) in
communication, in addition to 10 members from students’ families and teachers. The Quasi-experimental design was used, additionally, the
children conditions were studied. e-PECS file was prepared for each child using PECS Phase Il application. Then, 20 sessions were applied
to each child which were divided into three phases. Research results showed that there were significant statistical differences between using
PECS manually and electronically, as frequencies of communication increased for three children when using the e-PECS. Means also
presented an increase on communication frequencies when its used inside classroom for three children, and outside the classroom for all
children. On the other side, there no significant statistical differences e-PECS inside and outside the classroom for all children; however,
there was a difference in communication frequencies when using the PECS manually inside and outside the classroom for two children.
Results also showed that there is an increase in the level of satisfaction for children’s families and teachers with using PECS on iPad.

Keywords: iPad, Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS), Autistic children, families of autistic children, AAC, Assistive Technology AT.
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